FEANKLIN'S PROPOSED UNION
("The text is as given in Documents relating to the Colonial History of New
York, vol. vi, pp. 889-91.]
PLAN OF A PROPOSED UNION OF THE SEVERAL COLONIES
OF MASSACHirSETS BAY, NEW HAMPSHIRE, CONNEC-
TICUT, RHODE ISLAND, NEW YORK, NEW JERSEYS,
PENNSYLVANIA, MARYLAND, VIRGINIA, NORTH CARO-
LINA, AND SOUTH CAROLINA, FOR THEIR MUTUAL
DEFENCE AND SECURITY, AND FOR EXTENDING THE
BRITISH SETTLEMENTS IN NORTH AMERICA.
[Only the four New England Colonies, New York, and Pennsylvania
were represented at the Albany Congress.]
THAT humble application be made for an Act of the
Parliament of Great Brittain,1 by virtue of which one
General Government may be formed in America, including
the said Colonies, within and under which Govern-
ments each Colony may retain each present Constitution,
except in the particulars wherein a change 2 may be directed
by the said Act, as hereafter follows.
That the said General Government be administered by
a President-General, to be appointed and supported by the
Crown/ and a Grand Council,4 to be chosen by the
1 By recognizing the necessity of an Act of Parliament, Franklin
acknowledged the sovereignty of the British Parliament over the several
Assemblies; a sovereignty which was at a later date questioned by him
as well as by other writers.
a'charge'in text
8 There had been constant friction and dispute in New York and
Massachusetts over the question of securing to the Governor a permanent
salary, and the Board of Trade had on more than one occasion proposed
that the salaries should be paid by the Crown. Hence the wisdom of
Pranklin's proposal. (See Documents relating to the Colonial History of New York,
vol. v, p. 285 ; Bgerton, Short History of British Colonial Policy, p. 182 ; and
Greene, The Provincial Governor, Harv. Historical Studies, vii, pp. 167-76.)
*.The Grand Council, according to Franklin, was intended to represent
all the several Houses of Eepresentatives of the Colonies as a House of
Kepresentatives did the several towns or counties of a Colony. Could all
the people of a Colony be consulted and unite in public measures a
House olRepresentafcives would be needless; and could all the Assemblies